
Has your reality been weaponized? 

 

TRIGGER WARNING: A SHORT FILM FROM SUPERFLUX  

 

Prolific studio Superflux release their film ‘Trigger Warning’ on 27 February at 10.00am. 

 

“An astonishing piece that captures the dizzying reality of the post-truth world we now live within with 

frightening accuracy.” Honor Harger, Executive Director, ArtsScience Museum, Singapore.  

 

‘Trigger Warning’ is a fast-paced journey through a city of memes. An urban hinterland of 

embodied ideas and warring ideologies.  Switching between various first-person 

perspectives, the film embodies the current culture clashes bubbling away beneath the 

surface of the city. The algorithmically mediated networks which amplify opinions, 

manipulate biases and shape beliefs have caused widespread civic unrest. People emerge 

from behind memes and screens to bear arms for their beliefs. Allegiances continue to 

fracture and fragment, until individual emotions and opinions reign supreme. Eventually, 

any sense of certainty evaporates. What lies on the horizon as these multilayered fictions 

and polarised realities melt away?  Will peace be possible?  

 

In the film Superflux unpack the influences at play in the current paradigm of rising hostility 

and aggression online and increasingly, IRL. The escalating extremism. The electoral 

manipulation by Russian Troll farms and Cambridge Analytica. The algorithmically 

orchestrated echo chambers. The information overload of the attention economy.  

The oversimplification of complex identity or opinion into a grid, or 280 characters.  

The film imagines the potential consequences for society and identity if reasoned 

conversation between people with different opinions disappears completely. 

 

Featuring an original soundtrack and narration by Ninja Tune musician and producer 

Nabihah Iqbal (formerly Throwing Shade) the film was commissioned by the University of 

South Australia for their exhibition ‘Waging Peace’. The film premiered at the Museum of 

Discovery (MOD) in Adelaide, Australia in December 2018. MOD and Superflux have now 

jointly decided to share the work online for free, to make it more accessible.  

http://superflux.in/#
https://ninjatune.net/artist/nabihah-iqbal
https://mod.org.au/exhibits/trigger-warning/
https://mod.org.au/exhibits/trigger-warning/


 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SOUND BITES FROM THE FILM 

 

How did we get here? What is this place? Vast fields, hollow spaces, empty alleyways: the 

winding streets of a semantic city, corrupt and fractured. 

 

A rising fever dream of angry images flashing across the sky, obscuring the horizon. Arguments 

filling the hot sticky air, with no discernible source. Conflict drifting on the turbulent breeze.  

 

Dark clouds gather. A rush of sound and images obliterating any sense of a coherent world.  

A whirlwind of conflict rushing through every sense. An ever building pressure. Unbearable 

intensity. 
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BOILERPLATE STATEMENT 

Superflux are an experimental futures laboratory and consultancy founded in 2009 by Anab 

Jain and Jon Ardern. The multidisciplinary nature of their work in the futures field is best 

described as ‘possible futures you can experience in the present moment’. By giving 

audiences first-person experiences of different possible futures, they cultivate a sense of 

curiosity, openness and questioning of future possibilities. Superflux have gained 

international acclaim over the past decade, and their work has been shown at the Victoria & 

Albert Museum, MoMa, the Design Museum, National Museum of China, UK Parliament, TED, 

and Future Everything. 

Website: www.superflux.in 

Twitter: @superflux 

Instagram: @superfluxstudio 
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http://www.superflux.in/
https://twitter.com/Superflux
https://www.instagram.com/superfluxstudio/

