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It’s good to share ... under the right circumstances
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IT’S a strange experience: to see your own, somewhat stubborn character traits slowly become a whole new social norm. Thus it
is with “co-working”. The term describes the rise of comfortable, convivial spaces where freelancers can do their gigs and tasks
without the sense of being chained to a particular desk or organisation (or its culture).

I met a friend and colleague in one of those WeWork warrens – big tables, free coffee, large windows, vast sofas, hipster and motivational art everywhere
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This week, we heard that one of the rising vendors of these spaces, WeWork, hires nearly as much office space in London as the
UK Government. Whitehall has just asked the US company to redeploy offices emptied by Brexit (meaning the European
Medicines Agency’s recent move across the channel to Amsterdam). But more on the terrifying, totalistic ambitions of WeWork
later.

A few months ago, I met a friend and colleague in one of these WeWork warrens. Big tables, free coffee, large windows, vast
sofas, hipster and motivational art everywhere. Yet with everyone sitting in a devotional posture before their laptops, and
secluded from interaction by their ear buds, I couldn’t see much “co-” going on. More like “working apart together”.

READ MORE: Regulation is necessary to safeguard against capitalist negligence

My friend – a louche, former diplomat anarchist – wasn’t impressed with the community spirit of these stacks of solopreneurs.
“Everyone just has their head down, pounding away,” he lamented.

For myself, I’ve never looked for a sense of community when working in a public, non-occupational space (which I started to do
with a PDA and a wobbly mobile phone connection in the late 1990s).

A feeling of propinquity, perhaps – meaning proximity, closeness, nearness to others. But no assumptions about shared values,
no need to burst your bubble (or open up mine). I’m a bit alarmed by my reaction – but I must admit to being somewhat cramped
by current co-working culture. It assumes that we’re all fragile ideas-entrepreneurs, precarious chancers in it together,
constantly needing mutual support. While using a number of Glasgow and Edinburgh co-working spaces,

I have grimly stared away keen enquiries about “what I’m working on”. “Something requiring silent, focused concentration, pal,”
I’ve muttered inside, as I ostentatiously escape to the loo.

Please blame my 50-something, overly-individualist, post-punk tendencies. In my early adulthood, I struggled mightily against
falling into the usual occupational categories (teacher, lawyer, civil service, manager).

READ MORE: Review: The Anxious Triumph: A global history of capitalism and Fully Automated Luxury Communism: A
Manifesto

Battering out articles and lyrics on your concrete slab of a Compaq, lurking at the back of some croissanterie, trying to race
ahead of your rapidly depleting battery? This was an act of defiance, of stick-it-to-the-man-itis.

Yet today’s young workers have known nothing much other than precarity. It’s all temporary contracts, performance-based
payments, the need to cultivate your charisma, connections and various forms of capital.

So their needs are perhaps the reverse of mine. They seem to be actively looking for some kind of solidarity or commonality. But
one that recognises the Sisyphean struggles of their gig-centric, incessantly on-demand lives.

WeWork is completely (if chillingly) fascinating, as you observe their massive ambitions to cater for this generation. (Their first
Scottish endeavour, eight floors of clacking keyboards on George Street in Edinburgh, is launching soon).

Just like Apple’s Steve Jobs and his “i” appellation – iPhone, iMac, iPod – these people want to smear their definition of “We”
across more and more areas of our lives.

Their opening gambit “WeWork” is ambitious enough, with its slogans “create a world where people work to make a life, not just
a living” and “do what you love”.

“Our valuation and size today are much more based on our energy and spirituality than on a multiple of revenue,” its co-founder,
Adam Neumann, told Forbes magazine.

The Israeli newspaper Haaretz reported Neumann as saying “what we are doing is making a capitalist kibbutz” (the
entrepreneur was partly brought up in one). The old egalitarian dream of kibbutzim was that the working and non-working life
could be fused together. WeWork turns that promise into a social honeytrap for insecuritised freelancers.

READ MORE: We must break down capitalism’s codes on social media and beyond

Many wellbeing services are bundled into a WeWork monthly subscription (incidentally, the Edinburgh prices start from £350 a
month). A London branch recently offered guided meditation, a “boxbiz” session, a candlelight yoga class, even a “jar and fern
terrarium” workshop.

Thus it makes sense that the companies next projects are called “WeLive” and “WeGrow”. The first adds residences next to the
workspaces; the second integrates an advanced kindergarten into the previous two. “If you really want to change the world,
change kids when they’re two,” Neumann quips. Eeek.

There have been several reports from the WeLive housing complexes (currently operational in the US, but coming here soon).
They’re pretty poignant. GQ’s feature last year presented a tableaux of eager, puppyish “digital nomads”, perching amidst the
cosy furnishings, spontaneously helping to fix your computer and fold your laundry.

As demand for their skills flickers across the employment networks of the US, it appeared that these soft millennials liked
landing in a WeLive space – one that understood (or exploited?) the emotional demands of such mobility.
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MORE ARTICLES

“The currency of employability is to never be bereft of a project, and co-places offer the tools and resources to assemble this
projective life”, say the French sociologists Luc Boltanski and Eve Chiapello.

With WeGrow, the WeBros are even suggesting you can bring your family along with you, as you navigate the flows and tides of
modern working.

It’s easy to scrape away at the surface textures of the WeEmpire, and see what’s beneath. “When we imagine a future for both
WeWork and WeLive and the other things that we’re doing”, says Neumann’s co-founder, Miguel McKelvey, “it really is about
unlocking people”.

The GQ writer notes: “In tech-speak, that means they’re setting out on a conquest of Napoleonic scale, for a monopoly over the
entire breadth of its customers’ primary needs.”

So is time to raise the pitchforks against everything “co”? Hold on a minute. There is a kernel of something genuinely radical
here.

Governments and states generally face an extremely demanding future: the evisceration of work by AIs on one side, and the
hard limits of climate breakdown on the other.

But rather than hunker down against change, wiser statespersons might see this co-everything generation as an opportunity,
rather than a problem.

If they are indeed much more interested in “access” than “ownership”, in “experiences” than “products”, then they might well
embrace, even flourish in, a

post-consumerist, post-carbon, post-capitalist world. Their values might help us all rethink what we regard as valuable about
being distinctively human, and how to thoughtfully shape our actions in the light of a planetary emergency.

But I don’t think we should leave it to the tender mercies of American capitalists to set this new social contract.

Governments – Scottish, British or otherwise – are constantly being urged (by green lefties like me) to consider a suite of
progressive policies. For example, universal basic income and services; or a new wave of public housebuilding; or a reduction in
the working week; or “beyond GDP” measures of value in our economy and society.

In response, politicians’ hands are often waved aloft, alarmedly. How can we bring in any of these while our ship is so unsteady,
while we can still be so punished by electorates?

However, maybe these policies make more sense if we see them as supporting the gentle, creative, pro-social behaviours of this
“co-everything” generation.

At the very least, and with some urgency, experiments in these new forms of “flexibly collective” living/working should be
supported – and by public policy, not just left to the market.

If you see a torn-faced, slighty-battered 50-something frequenting some of these spaces, best not approach him. But inside, he’ll
be happily co-creating with the best of them.

&

Scottish Labour politician under fire over taking
top job with Orange Order

Mundell: Holyrood 2021 election "pivotal" for
second independence referendum

'

https://www.thenational.scot/news/scottish-economy/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/17800171.labour-politician-fire-taking-top-job-orange-order/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/17800181.mundell-holyrood-2021-election-pivotal-second-independence-referendum/


"  !  #  !  ("  2 comments

Promoted Stories

Sponsored 

RETIREMENT MORTGAGE SERVICE |

5 Equity Release Myths Revealed For 55+ Homeowners

Sponsored 

Sponsored 

FINANCE DAILY |

CARBUYER |

Brits With No Life Insurance Can Get £200k By Doing This

The Best New Cars Coming In 2020

Sponsored 

Sponsored 

MISS PENNY STOCKS |

AUTO EXPRESS |

At 84, Where Maggie Smith Lives Will Make You Especially Sad

Best New Cars: What's To Come In 2019?

Sponsored 

Sponsored 

ICEPOP |

The Most Dangerous Dog Breeds To Have Around Kids And Families
DOMESTICATEDCOMPANION |

Guy Posts Selfie With His Dog. Police See It And Rush To His Home

Sponsored 

Sponsored 

JOURNALISTATE |

KIWIREPORT |

She Had No Clue Why The Crowd Started Cheering

The Most Expensive Movie Flops Of All Time

THE NATIONAL

THE NATIONAL

First protest against PM Boris Johnson to take place in Scottish city

Pictish skeleton sheds new light on our mysterious ancestors

Let’s find out where all the UK’s taxes really come from

whatsapp://send?text=It%E2%80%99s%20good%20to%20share%20...%20under%20the%20right%20circumstances%0A%0Ahttps://www.thenational.scot%2Fnews%2F17798590.s-good-share-right-circumstances%2F%3fref%3Dwa
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=newsquestuk-thenational&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-1-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%201:
https://responsiblelife.co.uk/rms/lifetime-mortgage.php?source=TB&medium=RMS-LM&term=rms-rll-native-desktop-myths&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=1921874
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=newsquestuk-thenational&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-2-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%202:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=newsquestuk-thenational&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-2-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%202:
http://clickster.io/api/visitors/57ac89e0a38746122f4af882/5c9ce06e85c65534073b3c46/incoming?adi=birthcert&adh=200kdothis&addet=birthcert-200kdothis&cadid=1MB40jzftP2&appr=lo117_06272019&utm_source=newsquestuk-thenational&plcid=1159250&adid=244749097&taboolaclickid=CjBmMjkyNmEyYi01YWEwLTQxNTItYmZhYi1jODdhYmFmYWY1NjQtdHVjdDQzMWJiZjISDHNvaG9tZWRpYS1zYw
https://www.carbuyer.co.uk/news/168514/best-new-cars-2020?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=TBNewCars2020Pagi&utm_content=newsquestuk-thenational
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=newsquestuk-thenational&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-2-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%203:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=newsquestuk-thenational&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-2-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%203:
http://misspennystocks.com/trending/hollywoods-golden-era-stars-live-houses-luxurious-lister/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=newsquestuk-thenational&utm_campaign=2334925&utm_term=At+84%2C+Where+Maggie+Smith+Lives+Will+Make+You+Especially+Sad&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F2865caa95d53a3f61e450d6102239171.jpg
https://www.autoexpress.co.uk/car-news/105694/best-new-cars-for-2019?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=TBBestNewCars20192&utm_content=newsquestuk-thenational
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=newsquestuk-thenational&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-1-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%204:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=newsquestuk-thenational&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-1-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%204:
http://www.icepop.com/picture-rescue-dog-police/?utm_source=talas&utm_campaign=D_TS_IP_UK_D_SmilingDog_v21_1209-Guy+Posts+Selfie+With+His+Dog.+Police+See+It+And+Rush+To+His+Home-https%3A%2F%2Fstorage.googleapis.com%2Fcaw-uploads%2F3f1cc536-712e-45f6-a5f8-14e06926455d.jpg&utm_term=newsquestuk-thenational&utm_medium=D_TS_IP_UK_D_SmilingDog_v21_1209&utm_content=newnext
https://www.domesticatedcompanion.com/most-dangerous-dog-breeds-in-the-world/?utm_source=337&utm_medium=taboola&utm_term=newsquestuk-thenational&utm_content=The+Most+Dangerous+Dog+Breeds+To+Have+Around+Kids+And+Families&utm_campaign=201907160942311x0xinc-all_2485224
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=newsquestuk-thenational&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-2-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%205:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=newsquestuk-thenational&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-2-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%205:
http://www.journalistate.com/entertainment/cameras-captured-expected?utm_medium=taboola&utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=ta-js-sports-moments-msn-des-uk-09079f&utm_term=newsquestuk-thenational
http://cajpjhuft.kiwireport.com/biggest-box-office-flops-ever?utm_campaign=Box%20Office%20NoaR%20V3%20NoaRR%20Dup3GBR%20En%20-%20Desktop%20GBR&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=newsquestuk-thenational&utm_term=The+Most+Expensive+Movie+Flops+Of+All+Time&utm_content=https%3A%2F%2Fprod-pubplus-uploads.s3.amazonaws.com%2F1480b266-7445-40d5-bb90-1dd691433f09.jpg
https://www.thenational.scot/news/17787359.boris-johnson-glasgow-host-first-protest-new-pm/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/17789525.pictish-skeleton-sheds-new-light-mysterious-ancestors/
https://www.thenational.scot/politics/17798256.let-s-find-uk-s-taxes-really-come/


THE NATIONAL

THE NATIONAL

THE NATIONAL

Now is the time for all to sign the online Yes promise

Boris Johnson may kick off his 'tour of the Union' in Glasgow next week

Get involved with the news in your community

Send your stories and photos now

By Readers of The National

COMMUNITY

22nd July

Letter from America: Strength of anti-Sturgeon feeling shocked me

https://www.thenational.scot/politics/17798256.let-s-find-uk-s-taxes-really-come/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/17798630.now-time-sign-online-yes-promise/
https://www.thenational.scot/news/17798646.boris-johnson-may-soon-visit-glasgow-39-tour-union-39/
https://www.thenational.scot/send-us-your-news
https://www.thenational.scot/author/profile/78900.Readers_of_The_National/
http://uatu.newsquestdigital.co.uk/click2.php?f=17798590&t=17787358&r=0&s=1106&p=1&v=a&n=6


Letter from America: Strength of anti-Sturgeon feeling shocked me

WHILE it is true that (borrowing from Mr Springsteen) "I was born in the USA", my grandparents were born in Scotland and I have thus been following with
great interest Scotland's ongoing quest for independence ever since the 2014 indyref campaign. (And, if there ever came a time at which I could apply to
the COUNTRY of Scotland for dual citizenship to reclaim my heritage, I would proudly do so.)
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Johnson’s Cabinet charm offensive in Scotland looks more like mission impossible

SYMBOLISM matters in politics. While Boris Johnson likes to give the impression of being slightly dishevelled and disorganised, he is clearly focused on the
impact he is making as the new UK Prime Minister. From his visit to Buckingham Palace, to the podium outside Number 10 Downing Street and House of
Commons dispatch box, he used them all as a political backdrop for the launch of his new hardline Brexit government. Longstanding Tory watchers
described the wholesale changing of the guard as a coup.
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Heat is on for Davidson as sidelined Scottish Tories go into meltdown

IT was perhaps fitting that we experienced such a grotesque heatwave during the week that Boris Johnson finally realised his lifelong ambition of
becoming Prime Minister.
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BBC gets its facts wrong as it rejects Question Time complaint

THE BBC has issued yet another bizarre response to a complaint over its political output.
)CONTINUE READING
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