
 

O
nline, 7-9

th July 2020 

 A three-day virtual event hosted by the social enterprise netw
orks of ESSEN

CE of Exeter, Plym
outh 

Social Enterprise N
etw

ork, and Local Spark Torbay. Three days, 13 sessions, 30 speakers and 10 hours of 
innovation and co-creation from

 over 635 delegates ranging from
 individual social entrepreneurs and 

innovators, through to academ
ics, passionate citizens, governm

ent representatives, established social 
enterprise and local com

m
ercial business leaders. 

 W
e kicked off w

ith a keynote panel that brought visionary perspectives on a socially and ecologically 
resilient Devon, and w

e engaged about 100 people in a co-creative session on ‘w
hat could Devon be like 

in 10 years if w
e #buildbackbetter now

?’  
 Day 2 featured a five focused session on progressive business practices w

hich show
cased 15 Devon-

based organisations at the frontier of creating socially and ecologically resilience through enterprise.  
 And on the last day, Rob Shorter from

 the Doughnut Econom
ics Action 

Lab, based on Kate Raw
orth’s Doughnut Econom

ics fram
ew

ork for 
sustainable developm

ent, helped us bring our aspiration to re-fram
e 

econom
ic and social challenges and developm

ent of solutions into action.  

  

 
 



Yes, w
e had fabulous content because of fabulous speakers (a big thank you again). Yes, m

any people 
put in lots of their tim

e to organise this behind the scenes. And, on reflection, the biggest m
agic 

ingredient of this Sum
m

it w
as the buzz w

e created w
ith one another: people w

ere brought together 
into a shared space w

here they could collectively learn, cogitate, discuss, listen and dream
 - and ground 

the dream
s in real-w

orld experience. So m
any of you shared your attention, passion and expertise so 

generously w
hich truly had the ‘space in betw

een’ blossom
.  

 The Regenerative Devon Sum
m

it put ‘regenerative econom
ics’ and the need to ‘#build back better’ 

firm
ly at the top of the agenda for a large num

ber of ‘change m
akers’ in this region.  Three prom

ising 
initiatives have em

erged and could build on enorm
ous potential for developing these idea and putting 

them
 into practice. 

 *  “Transform
 Devon's Finance”:  Discussed several tim

es in several sessions w
ere the issues of lack of 

local banking and other financial m
echanism

s to support the developm
ent of regenerative business and 

a ‘just transition’, and local governm
ent pension funds w

hich are invested in fossil fuels and other 
destructive industries. These pension funds could be divested of these investm

ents and reinvested in 
local banking and other assets that support regenerative econom

ics and just transitions. This project is 
conceived to organise support and m

ovem
ent along these lines.  

 *  "The Devon Doughnut": Several developm
ents converged on our Sum

m
it to create energy and 

enthusiasm
 for exploring the possibility of a ‘Devon Doughnut’ - the popularity of the book, connections 

w
ith Schum

acher College and the region, and the application of Doughnut thinking to a real-w
orld case, 

Am
sterdam

. O
f course, Rob Shorter’s session on the last day of the Sum

m
it dem

onstrated the 
possibilities and potential pathw

ays. W
e’ve invited Ilektra Kouloum

pi, one of the principals involved in 
the ‘Am

sterdam
 Doughnut’ to share their experience and learnings in a 90 m

inute Zoom
 session on 14

th 
O

ctober 1pm
. Detailed of the event and how

 to register w
ill be posted to our discussion forum

 platform
, 

and social m
edia. And Bioregional Learning Centre is organising a group to explore the possibilities for 

doing som
ething sim

ilar, here.  
 * "Inform

al Local G
overnm

ent N
etw

ork”: There w
ere over 40 Regenerate Devon Sum

m
it participants 

from
 local authorities. O

ne of these suggested a ‘Sum
m

it debrief for councillors and officers’, creating an 
opportunity for peers to connect, share inform

ation and best practice, and to m
ap the regenerative 

econom
ic activities being pursued or discussed across the region.  This zoom

 session is 23
rd Septem

ber 2-



4pm
. If you’re a councillor or officer of a local council and registered for the Regenerative Devon Sum

m
it 

and w
ould like to attend this session, please get in touch. 

 W
e also w

ant to use this m
om

ent to share w
hat is happening w

ith the Prototype Fund that collated all 
ticket sales and donations. The Fund currently holds £1,136.48 (direct ticket sales £360, HeySum

m
it 

ticket sales £726.48, donations £50).  These funds w
ill be used to support the developm

ent of som
e of 

these initiatives and som
e Regenerate Devon Sum

m
it next steps. 

  Stay connected: 
● 

W
atch &

 subscribe to our YouTube channel w
ith clips of the sessions, and visual outputs of future 

business practices.  
● 

Find back all shared docum
ents, including Zoom

 chats and break-out group notes here in our shared 
G-Drive folder. 

● 
Join our Regenerate Devon Platform

 - connect w
ith attendees outside of the Sum

m
it, and build on 

the m
om

entum
 gathered for collaboration and partnerships ongoingly. 

● 
And last but not least, sign up for either of the Social Enterprise N

etw
orks in Torbay, Plym

outh or 
Exeter for a special rate.  

o 
Local Spark Torbay offers: free m

em
bership for first 12 m

onths if turnover under £10,000, or still 
starting up. 

o 
PSEN

 offers: first 6 m
onths m

em
bership for free for a lim

ited tim
e. 

o 
ESSEN

CE offers: first 3 m
onths m

em
bership for free for a lim

ited tim
e. 

  In regeneration, 

Chris Gunson, Jay Tom
pt, Annette Dham

i, Jennifer Bailey, Gareth Hart and Daphne van Run 

Contact us on: besocial@
essenceofexeter.org.uk 

  
 



SCHEDU
LE SU

M
M

IT 
  

DAY 1 – M
IX &

 DREAM
 

 
 

 
Them

e: Envisioning a better Devon 
 

1 
9:30-10:30 

Convergence: introductions and 
connections 

M
eet the Regenerators: N

etw
orking Sum

m
it Launch 

2 
11:00-13:00 

Panel discussion + breakouts 
Keynote Panel: Visionary perspectives on a socially and ecologically resilient 
Devon 

3 
15:00-16:15 

Co-creation: vision 
Co-creation: W

hat could Devon be like in 10 years if w
e #buildbackbetter 

now
? 

 
 

 
 

 
DAY 2 - PRO

O
F 

 
 

 
Them

e: Show
casing future practice 

 
4 

9:45-11:00 
Creating local value and resilience 

Show
case: Building local value and resilience 

5 
11:30-12:45 

Being an am
azing em

ployer 
Show

case: Am
azing em

ployers for m
eaningful livelihoods 

6 
13:15-14:30 

Clim
ate stew

ardship 
Show

case: Enterprises as clim
ate stew

ards 
7 

15:00-16:15 
Governance and accountability 

Show
case: Com

pany governance fit for the future 
8 

16:45-18:00 
Innovation &

 Entrepreneurialism
 

Show
case: Innovation &

 entrepreneurship in the DN
A 

9 
7:30-8:45 

Regenerate: After Hours 
Regenerate After Hours 

 
 

 
 

 
DAY 3 – RISE 
TO

G
ETHER 

 
 

 
Them

e: Ideas into Action 
 

10 
10.00-11:15 

Key note speech 
Ideas into Action w

ith Kate Raw
orth &

 the Doughnut Econom
ics Action Lab. 

#BuildBackBetter Devon 
11 

11:45-13:00 
Co-creation session 

Co-creation: Bringing Devon into the Doughnut 

12 
14:00-15:10 

O
pen Space 

O
pen Space: W

orking Together tow
ards a m

ore socially and ecologically 
resilient Devon econom

y 
13 

15:30-16:30 
It's a W

rap 
The W

rap-U
p: Rising together 

  
 



FACTS &
 FIG

U
RES 

  Day 
Session 

Attended 
Registered 

Hours 
Total 
hours 

 1 
1 

98 
229 

1 
98 

  
2 

150 
319 

1 
150 

  
3 

97 
269 

1.25 
121 

2 
4 

104 
297 

1.25 
130 

  
5 

99 
246 

1.25 
123 

  
6 

110 
281 

1.25 
137 

  
7 

70 
238 

1.25 
87 

  
8 

56 
275 

1.25 
70 

  
9 

40 
196 

1 
40 

3 
10 

169 
414 

1.25 
211 

  
11 

79 
309 

1.25 
98 

  
12 

85 
298 

1 
85 

  
  

  
  

  
1353 

 W
ith 644 registrations w

e have put Regenerative econom
ics on the 

Devon agenda. W
e provided 1353 hours of learning; through peer-2-peer 

conversations and bringing in field experts.  

                    
 

 
It's a W

rap Poll 
Attendees 

  
Good 

7 
12%

 
Great! 

26 
43%

 
Transform

ational 
27 

45%
 

Grand Total 
60 

  
 In answ

er to ‘ How
 did you find this Sum

m
it?’ 45%

 of attendees during 
the last session shared they found it ‘transform

ational’.

 


