
As co-founders of Extinction
Rebellion, we've made many
mistakes - but now is the time for
collective action, not recriminations

Extinction Rebellion activists have parked a boat on Victoria bridge in Leeds city centre 

Only by working together can we resolve the dilemmas facing our
planet

Earlier in the week, this newspaper carried a story about a report in which
the author said he had uncovered evidence about one of us advocating
revolution to overturn capitalism through mass protest and law-breaking.
In response, weʼd just like to say we got it wrong.

In fact, the two of us have been getting it wrong for years. Until we co-
founded what was to become Extinction Rebellion, we were individually
engaged in one failing cause after another. We persevered because we
want what most people want: a future for our children where they can



prosper and live in peace. And so yes, weʼve railed against the
Government because they are failing to protect the people that they are
elected to represent.

We oppose a system that generates huge wealth through astonishing
innovation but is fatally unable to distribute fairly and provide
universal access to its spoils. In this, you might agree with the good folk
at the Policy Exchange think tank which published the report. Either way,
it doesnʼt matter because the danger is already here.

For 30 years scientists have warned this was coming. We have personally
failed to deal with it, and so have successive governments. The climate
and ecological emergency is rooted in a mundane truth that invisibly
underpins our way of life. It s̓ called the just-in-time inventory, and is the
mantra that governs everything from manufacturing to our food supply.

The ever-present need to raise profits year-on-year has created an
insatiable drive for efficiency savings that cut the safety net of society s̓
resilience right from under us. Take a moment to reflect on the meals you
prepare for your children each day. The ingredients are likely to be as well
— if not better — travelled than you. They arrive in our supermarkets
through a complex weave of just-in-time cross-border supply chains and
over half of them are imported, many from countries already being hit by
devastating climate breakdown.

This is a microcosm of today s̓ global economy, that even we confess is
perhaps the most incredible and fragile feat of human civilisation. Fragile
because climate change has no truck with orderly sequence. Changes to
weather, as a result of rising temperature, are already impacting global
agriculture and crop yields.

At the benign end of the spectrum, there might not be any more baked
beans. Of course, you may consider this a small price to pay in a climate-
impacted UK. Weʼll cover the country in greenhouses and learn to repair
our clothes. Just like our grandparents, and every generation before
them. But to paraphrase John Donne, no country is an island when it



comes to the climate and ecological emergency. A global economy in
perpetual stress threatens a great deal more than our soya milk lattes.

Searing temperatures across Europe last year prompted the European
Association of Fruit and Vegetable Processors to say it was the most
serious situation in the last 40 years. Irish suppliers warned consumers
that the price of potatoes could double in price. Do we as parents and
grandparents really want to depend on volatile global food markets to
feed our children in a time of shortage? Knowing that our own farmers
and food producers would be well within their rights to sell their produce
overseas if the price is higher?  

Our supermarkets arenʼt telling us this truth. Not because theyʼre sitting
on secret files, but more likely because hardworking procurement
professionals are fixated on their annual growth targets. Theyʼre not
thinking about the ever-shortening odds of drought, flooding and
heatwaves hitting tens of millions of subsistence farmers across the
global south, or indeed the few areas of the world that grow most of our
cereal crops.

Our lifelong frustration and anger about the system is rooted in its
inability to internalise risks that are staring it in the face. The near-term
impacts of extreme weather on just-in time global supply chains simply
does not compute.

This is why Extinction Rebellion has become a symbol for urgent action in
the UK and overseas. It has given permission for people from all walks of
life to step forward and express their collective anxieties about the future.
For some, this means breaking the law by carrying out acts of non-violent
civil disobedience, though there are many other ways to be involved. All
are called to act at this perilous and pivotal moment in time, in any way
they can. 

The history of this country suggests we need not despair. Britain was the
cradle for industrialisation and in doing changed the world. It can do so
again. Now is the time to think big. We need a ‘revolutionʼ in



consciousness to overturn the system we live in, to strengthen our
democracy, to find courage and give hope to our children.

To the people at Policy Exchange, we need to work together to face this,
the door is open on our side. Enough wrongs.

Gail Bradbrook and Roger Hallam are two of Extinction Rebellion's
founders


